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Tess Soltau graduated from The King’s Academy in 2005 where she played 
numerous lead roles for The King’s Academy Theatre Co. Tess is a graduate of 
Carnegie Mellon University where she graduated top in her class. She has found 
incredible success fulfilling her Broadway dreams. Tess’ film credits include Love & 
Other Drugs (2010), Sleepers of the City (2009), and White Collar (2009). Tess just 
finished shooting a new film for HBO playing opposite Al Pacino in the Joe Paterno 
Story. Tess’s Broadway credits include Far From Heaven, alongside Steven Pasquale, 
The Addams Family, where she played the role of Wednesday alongside Nathan 
Lane and Bebe Neuwith, Into the Woods, where she starred as Rapunzel playing 
opposite Donna Murphy and Amy Adams, and most recently, in the biggest Broad-
way show in New York, Wicked, where she has stunned audiences as the fabulous 
Glinda. Tess is also the co-founder and co-owner of New York City’s puppy boutique, 
Hound and Tail – bringing comfort and style to both pup and owner.

Matthew James Thomas is a British actor and singer who has made 
appearances in television, film, and theatre. He is known for his television roles 
including the BAFTA and Emmy Award-winning, The Lost Prince, and the ITV 
drama-musical show, Britannia High. 

Thomas is also recognized for his performance in the title role of the 2013 Broad-
way revival of Pippin, which received a Tony Award for Best Revival Musical. He was 
also a late addition to the U.S. national tour of Pippin in 2014. He had his Broadway 
debut in 2010 playing Peter Parker in Spider-Man: Turn off the Dark.

Thomas trained at the Sylvia Young Theatre School in London and later at the Italia 
Conti Academy of Theatre Arts also in London. His first professional acting job came 
at the age of 8 when he played Kipper in a production of Oliver.

As a child he also appeared as Simon in Billy Elliot and in About a Boy, starring Hugh 
Grant. Additionally, Thomas made frequent appearances on numerous British 
television shows, including Wonderful You, The Bill, Bad Girls, and Stephen Polia-
koff’s, The Lost Prince, among others.

In 2013, Thomas was nominated for an Outer Critics Circle Award for Outstanding 
Actor in a Broadway Musical for his performance in the title role in Pippin, and, in 
2015, he was nominated for a Helen Hayes Award for Outstanding Lead Actor in a 
Musical for his performance as Fenwich in the Barry Levinson produced musical, 
Diner. Later in 2015, he was cast alongside Eddie Izzard in the HBO pilot, The Devil 
You Know, an upcoming drama program created by Jenji Kohan.



Gelsey Mahanes enjoyed a 20-year professional performing career in Los 
Angeles and New York.  During her decade as a Radio City Rockette and 
spokeswoman, Gelsey appeared on The Today Show, MSNBC, CNN, Oprah, 
Entertainment Tonight, The Paula Deen Show, and Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade.  
She performed in countless special events and movie premieres for Disney includ-
ing Princess Diaries, Freaky Friday, and Finding Nemo.   She appeared in over 10 
feature films including You Again, The Curious Case of Benjamin Buttons, Starsky 
and Hutch, and Zombie Prom.  Some television credits include The Young and the 
Restless, Boston Public, MTV Movie Awards, and TV Land Awards.  Gelsey 
performed in a number of national commercials and industrials including ESPN, 
ABC, Microsoft, 7-Up, Macy’s with Rachel Roy, M&Ms, and Pace Picante Sauce.  

Gelsey co-founded the Dance Ministry at Mosaic LA and was a company member of 
Third Coast Jazz and Word in Motion. She is a scholarship alumnus of the Edge 
Performing Arts Center in Los Angeles. Prior to moving to Los Angeles, Gelsey
attended Meadows School of the Arts at SMU and was the first Dance Major 
awarded a Hunt Leaders Scholarship. 

Currently Gelsey enjoys adjudicating and teaching guest workshops across the 
country.  She is also a certified Pilates instructor and the Austin Director of A-Max 
Entertainment, a live entertainment company.

Terry Barber has an extraordinarily broad vocal range and natural fluency 
in many musical styles, countertenor he has been featured on some of the world’s 
most storied stages and has worked with many of the music industry’s most 
prestigious figures.

A voting member of the Grammy Awards, and on the advisory committee for Nelly’s 
X’treme Recording Institute, his voice has appeared on every major record label, 
with Grammy-winning artists like Chanticleer, Madonna, Jewel, Chaka Khan, 
Cyndi Lauper, Steve Smith, and many more.  Whether performing classical or 
popular favorites, he “breathes new life into everything he sings” and crafts what 
the Los Angeles Times calls “performances of great vitality and verve.”
Terry’s most recent recording project, Christmas Presence, was released in late 
2015. It was produced by seventeen-time Grammy-winning “classical producer 
of the year” Steven Epstein (who produced albums for Wynton Marsalis, Placido 
Domingo, Bobby McFerrin, Yo-Yo Ma, and Idina Menzel) and includes the hit duet, 
“Christmas Once More,” featuring opera star Denyce Graves.

His current programs include, “The Many Voices of Terry Barber”; an entertaining 
exploration through light musical theater, classical, and popular works, “Around the 
World in 80 Minutes”; unique arrangements by Emmy and Grammy-winning 
composers of the world’s favorite melodies in 10 languages (with songs like Danny 
Boy, Besame Mucho, La Vie En Rose, Bridge Over Troubled Water) “The Music of 
Andrew Lloyd Webber” – with hits from ten of his most beloved shows, and “The 
Christmas Presence”, a holiday program of classics, classical, and popular favorites.



Lily Ojea Loveland joined Ballet Palm Beach as a principal dancer in 2009, 
after five years with the Alabama Ballet. She has spent summers dancing with other 
groups including New Orleans Ballet Theater and Hosanna Sacred Arts. Since join-
ing Ballet Palm Beach she has traveled overseas seven times performing with Ballet 
Ambassadors. Besides being a dancer, she is also a teacher at Ballet Palm Beach 
Academy. She is a certified master of the RPM technique. The technique explains 
ballet through physics and kinesiology and promotes exquisite classical results 
without forcing the body past it's absolute limits. It is a highly effective approach to 
achieving natural movement quality and classical technique simultaneously. Lily is 
blessed to be a wife and mom of two.

Lauren N. DeSantis ia a wife and mother of two amazing boys. She was 
born in Boca Raton, FL and moved to Wellington at young age. She has been 
dancing since the age of two.

Lauren attended Bak Middle School and Dreyfoos School of the Arts, where she 
studied dance, under an amazing, diverse faculty. Most of her outside dance train-
ing was done at a local studio in Wellington, Peggy Brown’s Academy of Dance. She 
danced with The Company at a competitive level for 15 years before attending 
college at Florida State University. At Florida State Lauren studied fashion 
merchandising and design and continued to dance on her sorority’s dance team. 
After college she continued her education and went into elementary education. 
Lauren currently teaches students with learning disabilities at Allamanda Elementa-
ry School, in Palm Beach Gardens. Her real passion, besides being a mom, 
continues to be dance. For the past seven years she has taught jazz, lyrical, 
technique, and contemporary dance at a local dance studio in Royal Palm Beach, 
Dance Universe. Currently she teaches all ages 3 through 18 and choreographs 
competitive dances for The Company. 

Dave Mahanes – VP of Production & Co-Founder of Deidox Films. – David 
has overseen the production of documentaries and commercials for over 13 years, 
including the Showtime Television Documentary Dear Francis and the Hulu web 
series Lovin Lakin. He has produced and filmed projects in several countries includ-
ing, Swaziland, Rwanda, Kenya, Mexico, Turkey, Thailand, and Morocco. Previously 
David worked with Saddleback Church and also I-40 Films where he oversaw the 
production of commercials including award winning spots for Ford and the Carolina 
Hurricanes.

Deidox grew out of Chronicle Project, a film and video production company 
focused on marketing videos for nonprofits. Their first project was the award-win-
ning documentary “Dear Francis” about the fight against HIV/AIDS in the most 
infected country in the world, Swaziland. They went on to produce over 250 short 
documentaries, helping causes and clients raise over $500 million for their work 
(Saddleback Church, International Justice Mission, Crisis Pregnancy Center, Azusa 
Pacific University, and Union Rescue Mission, among others).

Today, we strive to be faithful with what the Lord gives us, whether in opportunity 
or resources. Though we have big dreams, we are simply grateful whenever we get 
to do the next film. 



Yale’s Whim ‘n Rhythm is a nonprofit organization comprised 
of thirteen of the best senior fe- male singers at Yale. In 1981, seven 
Yale women came together to form the university’s first and only senior 
women’s a cappella group.

Since its foundation, the members of Whim ‘n Rhythm have recorded 
professional studio albums and traveled to every conti- nent, all while 
promoting the role of women in higher education and music.

Whim ‘n Rhythm has achieved world renowned acclaim and performed 
in venues ranging from high schools to embassies to the U.S. White 
House.

In addition to our two domestic tours in the United States, every year 
Whim embarks on a two-month long world tour during the summer 
following graduation. 

  Deborah Marquez was born in Havana, Cuba and trained at the Provincial   
  Ballet School “Alejo Carpentier” and later at the National Ballet School in Havana. 
  She graduated in 1993 as a Professional Dancer and Teacher.  Ms. Marquez also 
  joined the Centro Pro-Danza lead by the great maitre Laura Alonso where she was 
  a Classic Ballet Soloist and danced the leading roles of the main classic ballet 
  repertoire: Clara in The Nutcracker, Effi in Le Sylphide, Kitri and Mercedes in Don 
  Quixote, Swanilda in Coppelia, Teresita in Napoli, Lucy and Mina in Dracula,
   Constanza in The Three  Musketeers, Ganzatti in Le Bayadere
  ...among others.

  Deborah came to the USA in 2003 and joined the Ballet Florida directed by Marie   
  Hale. There, she had the opportunity to work with well known choreographers as 
  Ben Stevenson (Dracula, Cleopatra, Esmeralda, Five Poems, Bartók Concerto, Four 
  Last Songs, Three Preludes), Mauricio Wainrot (Libertango pas de deux, Rite of 
  Spring, From Far Away, Anne Frank), Twyla Tharp (Baker's Dozen), Vicente Nebra
  da (Our Waltzes, Handel Celebration, Romeo and Juliet, Cinderella), Trey McIntyre 
  (Second Before the Ground), Val Caniparoli (Lambarena, Lady of Camelias), Nor
  bert Vesak (A Midsummer Night Dream), Thierry Malandaine (Stone Flower), 
  David Parsons (The Envelope), Marie Hale (The Nutcracker, Le Corsaire). While at 
  Ballet Florida she also performed in George Balanchine’s (Allegro Brillante, Classic 
  Symphony, Il Ballo della Regina).

  In September 2016, She was selected to be the recipient of the 2016 Randolph A. 
  Frank Prize because she has "enriched many of her students’ lives with exceptional 
  training and opportunities to prepare them for a dance career. "



Larry “Da Beast” Albright
Has been choreographing, teaching, and performing his style of Hip Hop for 
over 15 years all over the U.S. and abroad. Originally, strictly a freestyle 
dancer, he has been “classically trained” (i.e. by the streets and party scenes 
of NYC & NJ) in all Hip Hop related styles. He has choreographed, 
performed with and opened for many popular artists including Sean 
Kingston, B.O.B., Flo Rida, T Pain, J Rand, Mohombi, Pitbull, Ricky Martin, Rae 
Sremmurd, Kirko Bangz, Kaskade, The Village People and Cobra Starship 
just to name a few. He has performed in many music videos and has been 
seen on network television including MTV's My super sweet 16, The Tonight 
Show with Jay Leno, and the South Florida Today morning show.  Though he 
loves to perform, his true passion lies in teaching.  His Teaching experience is 
quite extensive having taught all ages from 4 – 74 and all levels from 
beginner to professional working dancers.  He has conducted many master 
classes and workshops nationally and internationally including the Dance 4 
Life workshop, Dance Masters of America, Underground Dance Xperience, 
Dance Educators of America, and Pick the Starz International.  He has also, 
choreographed for and taught in many arts programs including the Florida 
School of the arts, Rutgers University, Florida State University and 
Northwood University.  He has had the pleasure of promoting his philosophy 
of having total body control to some of the most prestigious ballet programs 
as well including the Harid Conservatory and Boca Ballet Theatre.  
Currently, He lives and teaches regularly for the Palm Beach County School 
District, Palm Beach Atlantic University and various dance studios in the area.  
He can also be seen as a part of “LOUD LIVE productions,” an interactive 
performance company.Click here for Videos

Robin Arrigo received the degrees Bachelor of Music in Piano Performance, Mas-
ter of Music Education from Florida State University, and Doctor of Musical Arts 
from the University of Miami in Accompanying and Chamber Music. She held the 
position of Artist in Residence at Dreyfoos School of the Arts, is currently an Artist 
Resident for King’s Conservatory of the Arts, and Adjunct Professor of Piano/Staff 
Accompanist at Palm Beach Atlantic University. During the International Piano Festi-
val held annually at Palm Beach Atlantic University, Dr. Arrigo is a part of the faculty 
conducting master classes for the guest pianists.

Dr. Arrigo has performed as both soloist and collaborative artist on numerous con-
certs throughout South Florida, New York and Europe including the Kravis Center 
of the Performing Arts, Flagler Museum, Mar a Lago, Bethesda by the Sea, Royal 
Poincianna’s Seagull Cottage series, and The Juilliard School, just to name a few. Her 
recent performance for the Royal Poinciana Chapel Series in March included works 
by Bach, Beethoven, Chopin, Liszt and Brubeck.

Dr. Arrigo has written two piano transcriptions of a Mendelssohn Concert Aria for 
Soprano and Violin Obbligato, which was discovered at the end of the 20th century. 
Excerpts of these transcriptions appear in a 2002 book by John Michael Cooper and 
Julie D. Prandi; The Mendelssohn’s and Their Music in History (Oxford Press).

Dr. Arrigo’s last symphony performance with Palm Beach Atlantic University Sym-
phony featured Rachmaninoff’s Second Piano Concerto. On March 17, 2017, She 
will be returning as guest soloist again, performing the Grieg Piano Concerto. In 
addition to her performing and teaching career, Dr. Arrigo has recently been wel-
comed into the Yamaha artist family. Robin Arrigo is a Yamaha Artist.




